Pulsed dye laser for treatment of ureteral calculi.
The pulsed dye laser is safe and effective. The commercially available machine appears smoother to operate and far less cumbersome than its prototype. When access to the stone is through small (8.5-Fr) rigid ureteroscopes, the laser outperforms ultrasound and electrohydraulic lithotrites. With larger ureterosocopes, the laser has no particular advantage over ultrasound. When small, flexible steerable ureteroscopes are available, the laser will come into its own.